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Dive Into the School Year! 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

 

The school year is in full swing and the first grading period is already 
half over. I want to thank everyone that had a chance to come out 
for Parent Teacher Conferences.  We had exactly 200 conferences 
which is about 37% of our student enrollment.  If you did not get a 
chance to meet with your student’s teachers, please feel free to give 
us a call and set up a conference at a time that works best for you.   

I want to take a minute to highlight a great achievement of Benjamin 
Logan Middle School.  The Benjamin Logan Middle School staff spends an amazing amount of 
time working to provide the best learning environment for all students.  One of our biggest 
goals is to grow each individual student as much as we possible can.  Countless hours are 
spent looking at each student to see what that student needs to work on and then setting a 
plan of action to work with that student to grow in that area.  The work our staff has put in to 
make this happen has paid off.  The state of Ohio released rankings on how well each school in 
the state did in regards to students making progress or growth.  Benjamin Logan Middle 
School ranked 32nd out of 3,098 schools in the state of Ohio!  Again, this just shows you how 
hard our teachers work and also how great are students are doing across the board!  I would 
like to give a huge thank you to the students and teachers for their efforts, I am extremely 
proud of the work we are doing here at BLMS.  I also want to thank all the parents for all the 
support your give our students at home.  Without this support, none of this would be possi-
ble. 

 As we move into the month of October, it means we are getting ready for the BLMS Booster 
Bar Sale.  Your student will be bringing information home to explain what is needed to partic-
ipate in the fundraiser and the dates that we will be selling Booster Bars.  We will have our 
Booster Bar Kickoff Assembly on October 12th.  Thank you all in advance for supporting 
Benjamin Logan Middle School. 

Other Important Dates: 

 Homecoming Week is October 2nd through the 6th 

 8th Grade FFA Day is October 9th 

 We do not have School on October 13th for COTA Day 

 October 16th is the end of the first nine weeks 

 October 18th is a 2 hour Delay Day for Staff 
Professional Development 

 

Rob Walter, Principal 

Rob Walter 

Benjamin Logan Middle School  

October Important Dates: 

2: Jr. Hi. Volleyball with Urbana 

      5:30pm 

3-5: Vision/Hearing Screening  

3: TBT Meetings 

     After School Detention 

     Jr. Hi Football with Northridge 

     5:30pm 

     Jr. Hi. Volleyball CBC  

     Tournament 

4:  Jr. Hi. Volleyball CBC  

     Tournament   

6: Homecoming Football Game     

     Alumni Band Night  

7.  Jr. Hi. Volleyball CBC  

     Tournament 

     MS CCounty Meet @ Anna 

     ES School 10am 

9: 8th Grade FFA Day 9- 11 a.m. 

     Rakugo Presentation at HS  

     auditorium 

10: After School Detention  

       Jr. Hi Football with Jonathan  

       Alder 5:30pm 

12: HS Relay for Life 

       Art Club 

12-26: Booster Bar Sales 

12: Booster Bar Sales Begin 

       Study Tables 

13: No School-COTA Day 

14: Cross Country CBC  

       Championship @ Graham HS 

       10am 

16: End of first nine weeks 

       Board of Education Meeting  

       7pm 

17:  After School Detention 

       Jr. Hi Football with Shawnee 

       5:30pm 

       CPR 4:00pm, Pupil Activity   

       5pm 

18: 2 Hour Delay-Staff PD 

19: Study Tables 

       Art Club 

24: After School Detention  

25: Fall Sports Banquet 7:00pm  

       Commons 

26: Study Tables  

       Art Club 

31: TBT Meetings 

      After School Detention  

      HS Blood Drive  



Every Student Every Day! 

News from the Guidance Department: Mrs. Headings 

Communicating with your child: 

Communicating with middle school students can be a real challenge.  When parents ask “How was 
school today?” they often hear “fine”, “boring”, or “okay”.  If parents ask any more questions, middle 
schoolers are likely to wonder why they’re being interrogated.  Communicating with middle 

school students can be difficult, but because it’s so important, parents need to make the extra effort.  

 

The tips below will help you communicate and connect with your middle school child: 

 Timing is important.  Be available to listen when your child wants to talk.  Also, look for times when your 
child is most likely to be open to conversation (right after getting home from school or before going to bed).  
A particularly good time to talk is when you’re driving in the car.  You’re not facing each other, it’s quiet, no 
one can go anywhere, and you’re spending the time together anyway. 

 

 Tell your child what you want done, instead of what you don’t want done.  For example, instead of saying 
“Don’t leave your backpack in the middle of the floor” say “Please put your backpack in your room”. 

 

 Ask open-ended questions that require more than one word responses.  Instead of “How was school?” say “Tell 
me about your day” or “What’s your book about?”. 

 

 It’s often easier to talk to your child when you’re doing something you enjoy.  Make time for activities that 
allow you to spend quality time with your child.  These experiences will provide excellent opportunities for 
conversation. 

 

 Be specific in your communications.  Instead of saying “Be home early” say “Be home at 8:00”.  Don’t leave in-
structions open to interpretation. 

 

 Children sometimes respond to commands or requests with a grunt or tone of voice that’s less than pleasant.  
Chalk this up to middle school moodiness or rebellion.  The important thing is that your child does what you 
say.   

 

 Middle schoolers may act like they don’t hear a thing their parents say, but they do listen.  They listen to the 
words, and they also listen to their parent’s tone of voice.  Children need to hear that their parents have con-
fidence in them, and they need to know that their parents love them unconditionally. 

 

 Don’t be afraid to apologize or admit that you are wrong.  Children need to know that it’s okay to make mis-
takes and that it’s okay to be wrong. 

 

 Communicating with middle schoolers works best when you mostly listen, smile and nod.  
They need you to listen to them.  And certainly, keep your sense of humor! 

 
Source:  Middle School Parent Guidebook, Woodburn Press. 
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All About the 8th Grade ... 

Those who are 
successful will be 

allowed to attend the 
high school football 
game on Oct. 20 and 
launch t-shirts into  

the crowd! 

The students have finished our study of non-
contact forces and are moving into a look at 
the different types of potential energy. Many 
students have taken the opportunity to com-

plete a proof-of-learning activity in order to be allowed to 
reassess. Progress also continues on our t-shirt launchers. 
Students will be given a full block to work on their 
launchers in the first week of October. Full demonstra-
tions will take place during class on Oct. 10 and 11. 
Those who are successful will be allowed to attend the 
high school football game on Oct. 20 and launch t-shirts 
into the crowd! 

Science: Mrs. Smith 

Social Studies: Mr. Vermillion 

October will begin with students learning about the American Revolution. Students 

will be expected to identify British actions that angered the colonists and the role of 

media on influencing opinion. Students will also participate in activities that investigate 

key conflicts from the American Revolution. 

It is time to think about the Washington D.C. trip that occurs from May 30- June. We 

typically take around 100 students and 30 chaperones. If you are interested in attending 

as a chaperone, please send a letter or email to school requesting permission. On occa-

sion we use a lottery system to pick chaperones because of space on the bus. Students 

will be bringing paperwork home about the trip. The document will outline the rules of the trip, rea-

sons for losing the trip, permission slip and deposit agreement. The Washington D.C. 

permission slip, deposit and phone agreement must be turned in by December 8, 2017. 

The deposit is $75 and checks are made out to Benjamin Logan Middle School. Booster 

Bar money will be applied to the final total and is not used for the deposit. 
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All About the 8th Grade ... 

Math: Mrs. Mays & Mrs. Mitchell 

By now you should have received the 
TenMarks letter that was sent home. 
You can log on to view their progress 
on this program.  8th Grade Math is 
finishing up Equations and getting 

ready to move onto Exponents and Scientific Nota-
tion. Students will learn the rules of exponents for 
the different operations in math. Once they have 
these rules mastered, we will head on to Scientific 
Notation. Please continue to talk to your student 
about what is going on in math. 

Algebra I students have just 
taken their first summative assessment over Equa-
tions. We used an online program called Edcite to 
take this assessment. Edcite is a program that we will 
use a lot this year to take summative assessments, to 
help better prepare your student for the End of 
Course Exam. Next, we are moving onto solving 
inequalities and once we get done with that section 
we will be moving on to linear functions.  Please re-
mind your student that they should be looking over 
their Interactive Notebook every even-
ing, it can be a great help with home-
work and resource to study. 

By now you 
should have 
received the 

TenMarks letter 
that was  

sent home.  

ELA/English 9: Ms. Bair & Mrs. Scheiderer 

ELA: In our ELA classes, we will soon be focusing on developing our essay writing skills 
through comparing multiple text sources (short stories, non-fiction articles, documentary 
videos, poems, etc.) that span the same topic. Through this practice, we have developed a 
better understanding  of creating an over-arcing thesis statement and main ideas for our 
body paragraphs in a more fluid, and creative way. We have also been working hard to 

memorize our 71 literary vocabulary terms for the  year. Students will get the opportunity to do some cre-
ative fiction writing as well, as we advance our studies of literary functions like mood, theme, irony,  etc., 
and write some horror/mystery/suspense fiction (as well as read   some of the best classic versions of each)! 

ENGLISH 9: English 9: Students recently completed their first argumentative essay after reading and ana-
lyzing multiple informational texts, constructing a success-criteria and reviewing applicable writing basics. 
As we continue to compare multiple sources for universal themes and blend fiction with non-fiction, our 
next venture will be writing Personal Declarations of Independence after studying the seminal historical 
document, Declaration of Independence, in the Social Studies class. In the fictional 
realm, students are eagerly learning new literary terms and developing their critical 
thinking skills, as we are preparing to begin our first set of short stories. Our first 
book study will be The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, which students in years past have 
greatly enjoyed. I must add that all eighth grade students are successfully utilizing 
Raiders Reading time to read their independently chosen texts and enriching their 
literary lives. 
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Mrs. Jennifer Davis: Art 

8th Grade CityScapes ... 

Created by:  Avery Lane Created by:  Madi Ridge 

Created by:  Taylor Lafferty 

Created by:  Avery Green Created by:  Jonny Early 
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8th Grade Sketch-Up Houses ... 

Technology Class: Mrs. Jenkins 

Created by:  Kaitlyn Bowers 

Created by: Kaycee Cook 

Created by:  Sammy Yelton 

Created by:  Jordan Sexstone 


